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Contrasts and Comparison of the experiences of Teens growing up in Low Income and in Middle-Class Socio-economic Backgrounds
Even though people might argue that teenage problems and struggles in life might exhibit similarities despite their socioeconomic backgrounds, the truth of the matter is that socioeconomic differences play an important role in creating a difference between the struggles that teens experience. As such, the struggles of teens in low-income socioeconomic backgrounds cannot be the same as those of the teens in middle socioeconomic backgrounds. This is because of the fact that the teens in low income and middle-class socioeconomic backgrounds have different desires, they look at life differently and their needs defer as well (Arnett, 2016). Therefore, from the essay written by Gray Soto, "Like Mexicans", it is clear that the struggles of Soto and those of Scot are not the same. There is a clear contrast on various issues pertaining to their teenage struggles. This essay, therefore, explores the contrast as well as the comparison of the struggles of teens in both low and middle-class socioeconomic backgrounds and also explores the comparison and contrast of social lives of Mexicans and Japanese as exhibited in the “Like Mexicans” Essay.
To begin with, there is a sharp contrast of the teen struggles between a teen from a low-income socioeconomic background and that from a middle class. From the essay, Soto, being a Mexicans is from a low-income socioeconomic background while Scot is an Okie, a young man from a middle socioeconomic background. These two characters have differences in their teenage struggles. Soto is struggling with the bad and good advice from his grandmother as well as mother regarding who to marry and how he should avoid poverty in future. The grandmother advises him to become a barber because she believes that barbers make much money and listen to the radio all day. The grandmother also advises Soto to marry no other person but a Mexican girl, an Asian or a black girl. This is a clear implication that the grandmother is keen on Soto alleviating poverty in his future and also keeping to his social class in matters of spouse and marriage. This is the greatest struggle that Soto, a young man from a low-income socioeconomic background has.
Scot, on the other hand, has struggles about who among the many races available she should marry. In other words. He does not worry what kind of job to do in future. Therefore, as a teenager, Scot is focused on deciding the race from which he will get his wife when he becomes a man. Unlike Soto, Scot’s struggles are not about listening to the grandmother or mother about who to avoid and who not to marry in future and which specific jobs to do in future. This can be attributed to the fact that middle-class socioeconomic backgrounds do not offer as many challenges to teens as the low-income socioeconomic backgrounds. Soto is under too much pressure from the grandmother to impress by marrying a Mexican girl or a black girl or an Asian girl but not an Okie. Therefore, even if Soto happens to like an Okie, he still faces struggles within him to satisfy the desires of those around him such as his grandmother. This is not the case for Scot, a young man from a middle-class socioeconomic background.
Despite the differences in the struggles of the teenagers from low and middle socioeconomic backgrounds, particular similarities lie squarely in lives of the teenagers regardless of their backgrounds. This is also evident in Soto’s essay. According to Odgers et al. (2015), socioeconomic diversities can be experienced among people but there are certain desires that remain universal for all people regardless of their socioeconomic backgrounds. For example, each person, whether rich or poor has a desire to have better future with less or no struggles a lot (Arnett, 2016). This is what brings about the universal desires among teenagers that present similarities in their behaviour and in their desires as young people despite their differences and diversities in their economic and social statuses. Looking at Gray Soto’s essay, “Like Mexicans” it is clear that despite the different struggles exhibited by Soto and Scot as revealed in the above paragraphs, the two have similarities in what they desire for their future. Their seventh-grade vision is the same. For both Soto and Scot, their seventh-grade is to marry, to get jobs, to buy cars ad to buy houses when they have other money left after marrying, getting good jobs and buying cars. This is a clear indication that, despite the different economic and social status of the two teenagers, they have similar and concurring dreams with regard to their future especially in matters pertaining their adulthood.
A good socioeconomic economic diversity issue that is worth comparing in this Soto’s essay is the perceived social status of the Japanese against that of the Mexicans. It is clear from the essay that Soto, at first, thought that Japanese were well off than Mexicans. That they were wealthy and belonged to a higher social and economic class than that which Soto himself came from. However, after visiting Carolyn’s home, he changes his mentality about the social status as well as the economic status of the Japanese. He realizes that they are just as poor as his on social class and there was no need for his grandmother insisting for him to marry a Mexican girl. Comparing Soto’s socioeconomic background and that of Carolyne, a Japanese girl that he ended up marrying, there is no difference. Carolyn equally comes from a humble background and despite the cultural differences between Soto and Carolyne, they all belong to the same social class owing to the similarities in their social and economic statuses.
In conclusion, the struggles of teens in low-income backgrounds differ from those of teens from middle class social and economic classes. This is because the two class present varying and differing challenges that play a bigger role in determining the desires of teenagers in those social and economic classes. However, despite the clear differences as seen between Scot and Soto, a clear similarity is also exhibited by both teens from either background with regard to future and particularly about the achievements they would like to make in life as adults. This is because education for both teens, whether from middle, upper or lower social and economic backgrounds tend to treat them the same and focus their efforts towards the same directions (Odgers et al., 2015). That is what brings the similarities in the adulthood dreams despite the various social and cultural diversities and differences.
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